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PROVINCIAL
The weather experts think it was a
meteor. The meteor experts think it
was weather. One thing is for sure —
the experts who watch the sky for a living don’t know what to make of Tuesday night’s burst of light that covered
eastern Newfoundland.

One man was taken to hospital Wednesday afternoon after he was struck by a car as he crossed the intersection at Thorburn Road and Prince Philip Drive. A witness to the
accident said the man was thrown into the air after being struck and landed on the sidewalk. There was no information available about the man’s injuries, but he was
conscious and alert when placed in the ambulance. The accident is under investigation. — Photo by Keith Gosse/The Telegram
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Public needs to know things are still strong: realtor
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“Hopefully, that filters down to the average
everyday consumer and is reflected as accurate in the numbers we projected.”
Edwina Baldwin, president of the Newfoundland and Labrador Association of Realtors, keeps regular tabs on the factors Janes
presented. She wasn’t surprised by his presentation and she also sees a need for locals to
have better knowledge of what’s going on.
“I don’t think the public is as well aware of
it as they should be, even though we try to
give out as much positive results as we can.
Not to make it look rosy. I believe in giving the
people the correct results and then they form
their own position,” she said.
Many mainland pundits, Janes said, don’t
quite get why Newfoundland and Labrador is
doing so well.
He said he has been interviewed by national media about the trends and was quick to

… Continued from page A1
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point out the contributions of the oil and gas
industry, which accounts for a third of the
province’s GDP.
“They can’t understand why we continue
to buck all the national trends in terms of our
housing activity, our employment numbers,
our consumer spending. ... Even our auto
sales have been strong when you compare
them to the national averages, which are way
down. It’s been very positive. It’s been a very
good news story from my perspective overall,
and I try to continue to get that message out
there.”
Janes noted that the province’s low fertility
rate and aging population will provide a
future challenge for the housing market. To
alleviate problems, he said there is a need to
focus on in-migration.

CMHC’s forecast for the local housing market:
➤ Total housing starts for 2009 between 1,475 and 1,725
➤ Total housing starts for 2010 between 1,525 and 1,850
➤ MLS sales between 3,200 and 3,700 for 2009
➤ MLS sales between 3,300 and 3,800 for 2010
➤ Average sale price between $187,500 and 198,500 for 2009
➤ Average sale price between $192,500 and $202,500 for 2010
➤ Vacancy rates expected at .5 to 1.5 range in 2009
➤ Vacancy rates expected to be 1.0 per cent to 2.0 per cent in 2010
➤ Two-bedroom rental rates running between $675 and $725 in
2009
➤ Two-bedroom rental rates running between $710 and $750 in
2010
➤ Condo sales and starts fluctuate, and amount to about 3.2 per
cent of MLS sales
➤ Prospective buyers prefer mid-priced neighbourhood condos
Source: Chris Janes, CMHC

sbartlett@thetelegram.com

‘We’ve got the right to do that job like everybody else’
Newsroom Fax Line
(709) 364-3939
Mailing Address P.O. Box 5970, St. John’s, NL A1C 5X7
Charles Stacey, Publisher & General Manager
cstacey@thetelegram.com
(709) 748-0800
Paul Newhook, Controller
pnewhook@thetelegram.com

(709) 748-0812

Kerry Hann, Managing Editor
khann@thetelegram.com

(709) 748-0824

Keith Connolly, Advertising Manager
kconnolly@thetelegram.com
(709) 748-0846
Scott Courage, IT/Plant Manager
scourage@thetelegram.com

(709) 748-0899

Dean Jacobs, Reader, Sales and Marketing Manager
djacobs@thetelegram.com
(709) 748-0847
Newsroom
News tips and general inquiries
telegram@thetelegram.com

(709) 364-2323

Editorial Staff
Craig Jackson, News Editor
cjackson@thetelegram.com

(709) 748-0826

Russell Wangersky, Commentary Editor
rwanger@thetelegram.com
(709) 748-0825
Peter Jackson, Editorial Page Editor
(Letters to the Editor)
letters@thetelegram.com

(709) 748-0832

Mark Vaughan-Jackson, Assoc. News Editor
mvj@thetelegram.com
(709) 364-2323 ext. 327
Pam Frampton, Story Editor (709) 364-2323 ext. 316
pframpton@thetelegram.com
Ken Simmons, Features Editor
life@thetelegram.com
(709) 364-2323 ext. 310

In provincial court in St. John’s Wednesday, Jamie Gerry Glover (left) and George Russell were
found guilty of assault causing bodily harm for beating cab driver Jamie Stevens (right photo)
in Airport Heights last year. Sentencing is April 30. — Photos by Rosie Gillingham/The Telegram
ground, he said Russell then came
over and both of them “stomped”
numerous times on his head.
When they took the stand, Russell
and Glover denied provoking a fight.
In fact, they said it was Stevens who
threw the first punch and they had
merely acted in self-defence.
They said that after the verbal
exchange, Stevens got out of the car,
opened the rear passenger door,
grabbed Glover from the back seat and
pulled him out.

However, Power found it difficult to
believe that two muscular, 220-pound
men had to use that much force
against a 185-pound, slightly built
man.
“It was improbable they were in fear
of Mr. Stevens …,” the judge said. “Mr.
Stevens was no match for Mr. Glover,
let alone both of them.
“Even if there was an inference of
self-defence, it went well beyond what
was reasonable — choking and stomping — to a person who is virtually
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defenceless.”
Russell and Glover were originally
charged with aggravated assault, but
the charge was downgraded after
medical records revealed Stevens’
injuries were not as serious as originally thought.
Yet Stevens said he still feels the
effects of the attack. While he still
drives a cab, he said he can only work
in the daytime.
“It slowed me down, in general …,”
he said, referring to his leg injuries. “I’d
have a hard time to find anything
besides driving a taxi.”
He said it’s a tough job, dealing with
unruly passengers who often disrespect drivers.
“At night, we’ve got to deal with a lot
of people who are highly intoxicated,
among other things. … They get
thrown out of a club and come right
into a taxi …,” said Stevens, a native of
Bay Roberts. “Hopefully, this won’t
happen to any other taxi driver in the
future. We’re all out there just to do a
job and make a living and put food on
our tables, just like everybody else.
“We’ve got the right to do that job
like everybody else.”
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sports@thetelegram.com
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The 26-year-old — still limping
from knee damage that he said was
aggravated after the attack — was
pleased with Judge David Power’s decision, but wouldn’t say what he hoped
the sentence would be.
“That’s for the judge to decide,” he
said.
In rendering his decision, Power
indicated he believed Stevens’ version
of the events.
Stevens had testified during the trial that he was dispatched to 24 Cherokee Dr. around 12:30 a.m. Feb. 2. When
he got there, he said, Russell and
Glover got in the taxi and asked to be
taken downtown.
Stevens said the men seemed
drunk and were hostile. He said Russell, who sat in the front seat, made an
offensive comment to him, saying
“What are you at, faggot?”
Stevens was insulted and asked
them to get out of his cab.
He said the men became frustrated
and that Glover got out of the cab,
opened the driver’s door and dragged
him out of the car by his hair.
He said Glover was choking him to
the point where he “saw stars,” and
that he feared for his life.
When he and Glover fell to the
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